Welcome to Faith Bible Church!

September 26, 2021

Order of Service:

Opening Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth

Invocation

Scripture Reading:

Announcements

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth

Message: The Coming of Faith (Gal. 3:23-29)
Announcements

Josh and Marcia Dennis and their family are back in Alas-
ka in an endeavor to minister there despite any challenges to
his health that may arise there. So please keep them in

prayer, and drop them a line to encourage them at Box 976,
Sterling, AK 99672, or at jdennis1201@gmail.com.

Sign the signup sheet if you are interested in attending the
Middlebury, Indiana, conference on Saturday, November 6.

DVDs of Dave Stewart giving two messages on I Timothy
2:4 were handed out at his funeral, but there are extras. Get
yours today, and pray for those who received them earlier.

Our offering box is located just left of the kitchen door.

Pick up today’s cross reference sheet & silence your phone

Galatians 3:19-22 Even God Uses Mediators

The law was “added” (v.19cf.Deut.5:17) to the covenant
God made with Abraham that promised him and his seed
eternal life in exchange for their faith. But Paul just said you
can’t add to a covenant (3:15), so God didn’t add the law 7o
the terms of salvation in the covenant. He added it “because
of transgressions” (v.19) i.e., to make their transgressions
worse (Rom.5:20;7:13), to make them see their need for God
to save them, “till the seed came to whom the promises were
made”—i.e., till Christ came to save them (Gal.3:16).

The law was “ordained” (3:19), a word which means fo
establish, as it does in Habakkuk 1:12. God established the
law (Ps.78:4,5) “by angels” (Gal.3:23), a reference to
Deuteronomy 33:2. In so doing, God was abiding by the law
He gave Israel. The law demanded two or three witnesses to
“establish” a matter (Deut.19:15), so to establish something
as monumentally and eternally important as the law, God
used thousands of witnesses, as Moses said (Deut.33:2).

The word “mediator” comes from the word median, which
means middle. A mediator is one who stands in the middle
of two parties who are in disagreement to try to settle the
problem. The first problem the Jews had with God was their
fear of Him (Ex.20:13-19,21). Moses settled that by standing
between them, as he later said when describing Exodus 20
(Deut.5:5), and speaking God’s law to them without all the
scary lightning and thunder. God understood their fear, and
said they “spoke well” in asking for a mediator (Deut. 5:24),
and chose Moses to mediate the problem of their fear, for he
was “meek” (Num.12:3), the very opposite of scary!

God said the Jews also spoke well when they said they’d do
all that He said in His law always (Deut.5:27-29). But he
knew they couldn’t, so He longed that they might have a
heart to do it. But for that problem they’d need another
mediator, so God promised them another one in response to



their request for a mediator that day (Deut.18:15-19).
That’s a promise of Christ, who was meek like Moses
(Mt.11:25,28-30). Moses was a type of Christ in many ways.

A “yoke” (Mt.11:29,30) is a piece of wood that stands be-
tween oxen to get them pulling in the same direction, on the
same team, as it were—Ilike a mediator! The Lord’s yoke
was “easy” and “light” because His yoke was just to believe
on Him. Men needed a light yoke because the yoke of the
law of Moses was hard and heavy (Acts 15:10), because men
couldn’t do it. But anybody and everybody can believe!

Moses did two things that pictured sow Christ made His
yoke light and easy. He knew the Jews couldn’t keep the
law like they said they would, so he sacrificed animals and
put half on God’s altar, and half on the Jews (Ex.24:3-8).
That pictures how the Lord’s blood satisfied God’s right-
eousness and atoned for our sins. Moses also prayed for his
people, as the Lord does for us (Rom.8:34).

The three persons of the Godhead are one (cf.Jo.10:30), so
they don’t need a mediator to settle any disputes (Gal.3:20).
After giving the Jews the law in Deuteronomy 5, God told
them “God is one” (3:21cf.Deut.6:4), implying that if they
kept His law they could be one with God. God knew they
couldn’t, so before even giving the law He made Abraham
one with Himself by making him righteous by faith (Gen.15:
5,6). We know God gave him His righteousness, as he does
us (IICor.5:21), for Paul uses him as an example in speaking
of how we were given righteousness by faith in Romans 4.

That means the law wasn’t “against” God’s promise to give
Abraham salvation by faith (Gal.3:21). Adam proved men
can’t even keep one law, let alone the 613 commandments
in the law, so God can’t save us by laws. He gave it to con-
clude us under sin (Gal.3:22). He saves us “by the faith of
Christ” (3:22), i.e., by the Christ who faithfully kept the law
we couldn’t keep, and died a sacrificial death on our behalf.
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