
Welcome to Faith Bible Church! 
 
September 8, 2019 
 
Order of Service: 
 
Opening Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 
  
Invocation  
 
Scripture Reading: Acts 2:22-31 
 
Announcements 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 
 
Message: Witnesses for the Prosecution (Acts 2:32-41) 
 
Announcements: 
 
Our Fall Picnic is next Sunday.  Bring a salad, main dish, 
side dish or dessert.  We’ll supply water and soft drinks. 
 
Next Sunday we will take a break from studying Acts to 
bring the first of the three messages Pastor Kurth will be 
bringing in England: “What Difference Does Rightly 
Dividing Make to My Worship?” 
 
Northern Grace Youth Camp Men’s Retreat brochures are 
now available for this September 20-22 weekend retreat. 
 
Midweek Bible Study: Wednesday at 7 but call Steve first 
 
Our offering box is located just left of the kitchen door. 
 
Pick up today’s cross reference sheet & silence your phone 

Acts 2:22-31 Peter Tells the Jews to Listen Up! 
 
“Nazareth” (2:22) was a despised city (John 1:46), but Peter 
mentioned it anyway.  Never be ashamed of the truth! 
 
God approved the Lord by miracles (Acts 2:22), miracles 
that would tell the Jews that their God had come (Isa.35:4-
6).  The Jews require a sign (ICor.1:22) and the Lord gave 
them plenty of signs that He was their God!  But the Father 
did them (John 14:10,11) through Him. God was “with Him” 
(Acts 10:38) but that didn’t mean He wasn’t God (John 1:1).   
 
How’d Peter know they knew about the Lord’s miracles 
(Acts2:22)? They were from all over (Acts2:5). But His fame 
got around (Mt.4:24; 9:1,26,30,31; Mark 1:28; Lu.4:37).  
 
But the Jews killed Him (Act 2:23). God “delivered” Him to 
them by His “determinate” counsel, even though His “fore-
knowledge” told Him they’d kill Him.  But that doesn’t 
mean God forced them to kill Him to provide the world a 
Savior, despite what He “determined” (cf.Lu.22:21, 22).  
They should have sacrificed Him in faith, not executed Him 
in unbelief (Psalm 118:250-27 cf. Mark 11:9).   
 
Peter says God the Father raised the Lord from the dead 
(Acts 2:24 cf. Acts 3:15,26; 10:40; 13:30,34; 17:31; Rom. 
4:24; 6:4; ICor.6:14; Gal.1:1; Eph.1:20; Col.2:12; IThes. 
1:10; Heb.13:20; IPet.1:21).  But the Bible also says the 
Lord raised Himself up (John 10:17), and that the Spirit 
raised Him (Rom.8:11), showing the oneness of the Trinity. 
 
It was “not possible” that death could hold the Lord (Acts 
2:24) because “the wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23) and He 
was no sinner.  True, God put our sins on Him, but God was 
“satisfied” with His payment for our sins (Isa.53:11).  So 
death couldn’t hold Him—or us!  But Peter didn’t know this, 
so he says death couldn’t hold Him “for” the Bible predicted 
that He’d rise from the dead (Acts 2:25-27), and all Bible 
prophecies must come true (cf. John 10:35; Acts 1:16).   
 
Peter quotes a Messianic psalm of David (Ps.16:8-11), a 
psalm that was true of both David and Christ.  The faith of 



both was so strong, they saw the Father in the grave with the 
eyes of faith, and so couldn’t be moved (Acts 2:25).  You’d 
think the Lord would be sad He was killed but He was “glad” 
(2:26) because His flesh rested in the “hope” of resurrection.  
 
The “hell” they both went to (Acts 2:27) was the paradise 
side of hell (Luke 16:19-31 cf. 23:43).  The Lord “finished” 
paying for our sins on the cross (John 19:30) and didn’t have 
to go to the torment side of hell to pay for our sins.   
 
But if the Lord was “glad” (Acts 2:26) in paradise, why’d He 
want to be raised from the dead?  It was because His flesh 
was still in the grave, where bodies see “corruption” (Acts 
2:27).  So God showed Him the way out of the grave by the 
path of life (2:28), a way that unsaved men in the grave can’t 
find (Pr.2:2-19).  His hope was to see God’s countenance 
(Acts 2:28), as was David’s (Ps.17:15)—and ours too! 
 
Peter probably knew that quoting Psalm 16 would remind 
his hearers of the similar-sounding Psalm 21:6-9, which 
predicted that after the Lord rose, He would avenge His 
enemies.  Peter wanted them thinking about that when he 
later told them to “repent” (Acts 2:38). 
 
Peter’s argument in Acts 2:29 is that David didn’t rise from 
the dead before he saw corruption, so either he was mistaken 
when he said he would or he was talking about someone else. 
Peter knew the Jews would never admit there was a mistake 
in their Bible, so they’d have to admit he was talking about 
someone else—someone Peter identified as Christ (v.30,31). 
 
David predicted Christ would rise from the dead, knowing 
God had promised him that one of his descendants would be 
Christ (Act 2:30cf.IISam.7:12,13).So God had to raise Christ 
to fulfill His promise that He’d sit on Israel’s throne forever.   
 
But Paul says God raised Him for our justification (Rom.4: 
25).  Peter and Paul didn’t preach the same thing!  We must 
remember Christ according to Paul’s gospel (IITim.2:8), not 
Peter’s!  Finally, Peter wasn’t trying to be unkind in charging 
Israel with Christ’s death, he was just trying to get them to 
mourn for Him (Zech.12:10), as they someday will. 
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