
Welcome to Faith Bible Church! 

 

December 8, 2019 

 

Order of Service: 

 

Opening Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 

  

Invocation  

 

Scripture Reading: Acts 3:1-11 

 

Announcements 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 

 

Message: Life Begins at Forty! (Acts 4:22-31) 

 

Blest Be the Tie 

 

Announcements: 

 

Read Your Bible Through in a Year daily planning 

sched-ules are available.  Pick up one today and be ready to 

start reading your Bible through in 2020 on January 1
st
! 

 

Christmas shopping: If you would like to purchase 

dispen-sational Bible study books to give as gifts, and 

Christmas tracts to put in Christmas cards, check out BBS’s 

price list and Pastor can bring your order without shipping 

charges. 

 

Midweek Bible Study: Wednesday at 7 but call Steve first 

 

Our offering box is located just left of the kitchen door. 

 

Pick up today’s cross reference sheet & silence your phone 

Acts 4:13-22 Apostolic Boldness 

 
“Boldness” (4:13) means courage, the thing the apostles 
were showing when they went right back to preaching 
Christ after being jailed for preaching Christ.  Just 40 days 
earlier they weren’t so bold (Mt.26:56).  But the Lord had 
told them that if He rose, they’d rise too (John 11:25), so 
they no longer feared death. We don’t have to fear death 
either (IICor.4:14). 
 
Why did Israel’s religious leaders marvel that “unlearned 
and ignorant” apostles could be bold?  To answer that, we 
have to figure out what they meant by “unlearned.”  They 
called the Lord unlearned (John 7:14) because He hadn’t 
been to their schools.  But people said He was bold 
(Jo.7:25,26) because He was able to use the Bible against 
leaders who claimed to be experts in the Bible (John 7:23).   
 
And that’s what the apostles did too (Acts 4:10,11).  The 
Jews would know what the psalm they quoted meant.  They 
knew God promised to lay the foundation stone of Messiah 
in Israel (Isa.28:16) for them to build the kingdom church 
on.  But they also knew from Psalm 118:22 that God 
predict-ed they wouldn’t build the church on Him, but that 
God would make Him the cornerstone of the church 
anyway.   
 
And when the apostles quoted the same psalm the Lord did 
to answer the rulers (Mt.21:23,42), the leaders knew they 
had “been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).  Nobody since Him had 
been able to tie them up in knots using their own Bible like 
the apostles were doing here! 
 
Not even the Lord’s enemies could say anything against the 
healing of the lame man (Acts 4:14), for they knew it was a 
legitimate miracle.  Compare that to modern “healings” you 
see on TV, where you don’t know the person being healed, 
so you don’t know if he was really sick or injured. 
 
Israel’s religious leaders decide to have a closed-door 
meeting (4:15), in which they confessed they didn’t know 



what to do with the apostles (4:16), for they had performed 
a “notable” miracle, and everyone in town knew it.  So they 
decide to tell them to stop preaching Christ (4:17).  
Obviously, nothing had changed since the Lord’s day, 
when those same leaders refused to believe, and didn’t 
want anyone else to believe either (Mt.23:13). 
 
After the private meeting was done, Israel’s leaders called 
the apostles back in (v.18).  But how did Luke (who wrote 
the Book of Acts) know what they said in that closed-door 
meeting?  The Spirit could have told him (cf. II Kings 
6:12), but it is also possible that some of those leaders later 
got saved (Acts 6:7) and told Luke. 
 
Now since Israel was a theocracy, those religious leaders 
were also their civil leaders, and God’s people are always 
supposed to obey our civil leaders.  But Peter and John 
refused to (Acts 4:19), for they knew that we have to draw 
the line and say no when our leaders tell us to disobey God 
(Ex.1:15-17; Dan.3:18; 6:10).   
 
Notice that neither Daniel nor his three Hebrew friends 
need-ed to do what their leaders said to do.  They didn’t 
need to go behind closed doors to talk over whether or not 
they should obey the command to disobey God.  Obeying 
God had become like second nature to them.  How?  By 
learning God’s precepts (Ps.119:104).  If you’ll learn God’s 
precepts, obeying God can become like second nature to 
you too! 
 
Peter went on to tell the leaders that even if God hadn’t 
commanded him to preach Christ, he couldn’t help but 
speak about the lame men he’d seen the Lord heal, etc. 
(Acts 4:20). 
 
Fear of the people saved the apostles from these leaders 
(v.21), just as it had the Lord (Mt.21:45,46). 
 
The man they healed hadn’t walked in forty years (Acts 
4:22).  We don’t have miracles like that in the dispensation 
of grace.  But what we do have is examples of men who 

haven’t walked with God for forty, fifty, sixty years or 
more—and then get saved and begin to walk with Him.   
 
If you’ve been saved many years but haven’t been walking 
with God, why not start now?  You’ll be eternally glad you 
did. 
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