
Welcome to Faith Bible Church! 
 
May 19, 2019 
 
Order of Service: 
 
Opening Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 
  
Invocation  
 
Scripture Reading: Joshua 7:1-13 
 
Announcements 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 
 
Message: Is It Okay For A Christian To be Cremated? 
                (Judges 7:25) 
 
Announcements: 
 
Jonathon Nichols is still in the hospital recovering from 
surgery for his Chrohn’s Disease. 
 
Congratulations to graduates Rachel Stalter, Jesse Kurth & 
Sophia Coleman!  We’ll honor them with a party after the 
service.  You’re all invited! 
 
Spring picnic: Our tentative date of June 9th is confirmed, 
so mark your calendars! 
 
Midweek Bible Study: Wednesday at 7 but call Steve first 
 
Our offering box is located just left of the kitchen door. 
 
Pick up today’s cross reference sheet & silence your phone 

Proverbs 13:24 Does God Chasten Us Like Mom Did? 
 
The Bible says children should be spanked (Pr.13:24), or 
they won’t grow up respecting authority, and so will have 
trouble with teachers, employers, and the law.  But I’m often 
asked if God chastens His children in the dispensation of 
grace, since that’s what He did with Israel under the law 
(Deut.8:5).  God chastened them with corporal punishment 
(IISam.7:13,14).  He took Saul’s kingdom (ISam.13:13,14) 
and David’s son (IISam.12:14).  But will He take your son? 
 
No, they lived under the law, and we live under grace 
(Rom.6:15).  True, the apostle of grace talked about 
chastening (ICor.11:30).  But in the very next chapter he 
talked about other things that faded away once the Bible was 
complete, like tongues and healing (ICor.13:8-10).  We 
don’t see those things in Paul’s later epistles, proving they 
ceased, and we don’t see physical chastening either. 
 
Any chastening God did today would be ineffectual, for we 
don’t have prophets to connect our sin to our chastening.  
Saul had Samuel, David had Nathan, and the Corinthians had 
Paul, but the gift of prophecy ceased when the Bible was 
complete, so we have no one to make that connection for us. 
 
One reason chastening faded away is that it served its 
purpose, that of establishing Paul’s apostleship.  He had the 
power to inflict chastening as one of “the signs of an apostle” 
(IICor.12:12).  Miracles proved that the 12 were apostles, 
just as they proved Jesus was Christ (Acts 2:22).  But all 
believers could do miracles (Mark16:19,20).  The special 
miracles that the apostles did (Acts 5:15,16) proved they 
were apostles, and proved Paul was one too (Acts 19:11,12). 
 
And the apostle Peter had another special miraculous power, 
that of being able to strike people dead (Acts 5:3-10).  If Paul 
couldn’t do that too, he couldn’t say he wasn’t a whit behind 
the twelve apostles (ICor.11:5).  Paul threatened the Corin-
thians with a “rod” (ICor.4:21), and that word is never used 
for a lecture.  Rods of wood were always used to inflict phys-
ical pain (IICor.11:25) when people were going in the wrong 
direction (Pr.26:3), as God used on Miriam (Num.12:1-10). 



But rods of iron were used to inflict death (Ps.2:9).  God 
used one on Saul (ISam.28:18,19) when he refused to listen 
to the first chastening of wood that God gave him when He 
took his kingdom.  Saul was saved, but God took his life, and 
that of Uzzah, to chasten him (IISam.6:6,7).  That was all 
under the law, of course, but during the transition from law 
to grace, Paul could do that too.  If he couldn’t do what Peter 
did, no one would believe he was an apostle. 
 
Paul said he planned to “revenge” himself on the Corinthians 
(IICor.10:2,6) by bewailing them (IICor.12:20,21).  That 
word “bewail” is always associated with death in the Bible.  
So when the Corinthians doubted that Paul spoke through 
him as an apostle, he threatened to show them the signs of 
an apostle (IICor.13:2,3)—the chastening kind.   
 
But God stopped chastening for the same reason He stopped 
prophecy.  Prophecy was the ability to speak for God, but 
when the Bible was complete, it spoke for God.  It replaced 
prophecy.  And the Bible also replaced chastening, for now 
God chastens us with words—the words of the Word 
(IITim.3:16).  The word “correction” there shows the Word 
of correction has replaced the rod of correction (Pr.22:15). 
 
God corrected the people of Israel with a rod because He 
treated them as children, but He sees us as adult “sons” 
(Gal.4:4-6).  Adult sons are chastened with words, not a rod! 
 
How does the Word chasten us?  By “teaching” us about 
grace (Tit.2:11,12).  The Greek word for teaching there is 
often translated chasten.  Once you learn all that the Lord 
suffered for you, and all that God has done for you by grace 
because of what He suffered, if you don’t feel chastened by 
that, you haven’t grown up enough in grace.  You’re still like 
the Corinthian “babes” in Christ (ICor.3:1). 
 
Now in closing, if you’re thinking about living in sin because 
God won’t punish you, remember you’ll still reap what you 
sow (Gal.6:7,8).  Farmers and believers reap what they sow 
in any dispensation.  And you not only reap what you sow, 
you reap much more than what you sow (cf.Hos.8:7).  “God 
is not mocked!” 
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