
Welcome to Faith Bible Church! 
 
January 20, 2019 
 
Order of Service: 
 
Opening Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 
  
Invocation  
 
Scripture Reading:  
 
Announcements 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth 
 
Message: What Are The Mysteries We’re To Be Stewards 

    Of? Part 5 (I Corinthians 4:1) 
        
Announcements: 
 
Roberta Herr went to be with the Lord last week.  Please 
remember her daughters Darlena in and the family in prayer, 
and pray for those who heard the gospel at the funeral. 
 
February 10 we will have a special luncheon observing 
Pastor’s 40th anniversary at our church.  See Lori for details! 
 
Assistant Pastor Paul Balbach will fill in for Dave Stewart 
next Sunday in Adult Sunday School. 
 
Midweek Bible Study: this Wednesday at 7 with Steve. 
 
Our offering box is located just left of the kitchen door. 
 
Pick up today’s cross reference sheet & silence your phone 
ICo.4:1 What Are The Mysteries We’re The Stewards Of 4 
 

We are to be stewards of the “mystery” that “we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed” (ICor.15:51,52).  But a 
mystery is something God hid from people until He revealed 
it to Paul (Eph.3:3-5), and it wasn’t a mystery that people 
who live to see the Lord come won’t have to die (Mt.16:28). 
 
The only way to explain it is to understand that the Lord and 
Paul were talking about two different comings of Christ.  
Paul was talking about His mystery coming to rapture the 
Body of Christ to heaven, while the Lord was talking about 
His prophetic coming to defeat the Antichrist and establish 
the kingdom of heaven on earth for Israel and the patriarchs. 
 
That coming was prophesied in places like Psalm 50:3.  The 
fire there is the fire the Lord will use at His prophetic coming 
(IIThes.1:7,8).  But everything about the Body of Christ was 
a mystery, including how we’ll get to heaven!  You can 
always tell the difference in these two comings if you 
remember that only Paul talks about the Rapture.   
 
If you’re wondering why everyone can’t see the difference 
in these comings, it is because they have a lot in common.  
Paul says we won’t all sleep, “but we shall all be changed,” 
those that die before the Rapture and those who live to see it  
 
But this is true for Israel and the patriarchs too.  Their dead 
will need to “change” (Job 14:14), and the living will change 
at His prophetic coming too.  Revelation 21:5 says God will 
“make all things new,” a quote from Isaiah 65:18-25.  The 
Lord will make the animals new so they don’t eat one 
another, and make believers new so they don’t sin any more.  
 
Paul says our change will come “in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye” (ICor.15:52), but so will the change of 
the prophetic saints at the Lord’s coming for them (Jo.5:25; 
IJo.2:2).  The Rapture will come “at the last trump” 
(ICor.15:52), which makes people think Matthew 24:30,31 
is the Rapture, for a trump is mentioned there too.  But Paul 
isn’t saying the Rapture will come with the last trump ever 
heard, but the last trump of the dispensation of grace.  Just 
as the last days before the Rapture won’t be the last days 



ever, for there will be last days before the Lord’s prophetic 
coming 7 years later. 
 
Paul also says that we’ll be raptured before the “wrath” of 
the Tribulation (IThes.10:10; 5:9).  That’s different than  the 
Lord’s prophetic coming, which will come “after the 
Tribulation” (Mt.24:29,30).   
 
Another difference is what you have to believe to be raptured 
(IThes.4:14).  That’s different than what the 12 believed 
(Mark 9:9,10).  At the Rapture, “the Lord Himself” will 
“gather” us (IThes.4:16; IIThes.1:1).  At the prophetic 
coming, angels gather those saints (Mt.24:31).   
 
The Lord will “shout” at both comings (Jer.25:30,31; 
IThes.4:16), and both will have “clouds” (Mt.26:64; IThes.4: 
17).  But we’ll “meet the Lord in the air” (v.17), while at the 
Lord’s prophetic coming He’ll come all the way back to 
earth (Zech.14:3,4).  That’s because His purpose at the Rap-
ture is to catch us away from the earth, so there is no need to 
return to it.  But the purpose of His prophetic coming is to 
stay and establish the kingdom.  This is why we call that 
coming the “second coming,” for at His first coming He 
came all the way to earth as well. 
 
“So shall we ever be with the Lord” (IThes.4:17) may sound 
like “I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3), but where 
will He be after the Second Coming?  He’ll be reigning 1,000 
years with the prophetic saints (Rv.20:4).  That’s how you 
know John 14 isn’t about the Rapture. 
 
Matthew 24:37-41 also sounds like the Rapture, but the Lord 
compares that coming to Noah’s flood, and the ones “taken” 
there were taken by the flood to judgment.  At the Second 
Coming, the ones taken will be taken to Armageddon (Lu. 
17:36,37cf.Rev.19:17-19).  That’s another difference!  Be-
fore the Lord gathers His elect into the kingdom (Mt.24:31), 
He will gather the unsaved to judgment at Armageddon 
(Mt.13:41-43).  Some will die in the battle, the rest will be 
judged and sent alive to hell (Mt.25:31-46 cf. Num.16:33). 
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